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Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes: This course is an introduction to ecology, the study of organisms’ interactions with each other and with their environment. We will focus on understanding 1) the mechanisms that generate patterns of species' distributions and abundance and 2) the forces that drive physiological, morphological, and behavioral strategies for responding to the environment. These phenomena will be studied in the context of the evolutionary processes that produce them. Beyond learning fundamental ecological principles, students will learn to formulate and test ecological hypotheses, conduct basic ecological observations and experiments, and interpret and evaluate ecological data.
Proposed schedule: This is a tentative course outline and is subject to change--it is your responsibility to attend class and to keep track of any alterations.   
Tentative Course Outline*

	Week
	Date
	Subject

	1
	January              8th 

10th 
	Introduction to Ecology
Georgia’s Ecoregions

Lab: Field Notebook & Intro to Identification


	2
	15th   
17th  

  
	Martin Luther King, Jr. Day- No class
Scientific Methodology- Online lecture
Field Methods in Ecology
Lab: Finding Credible Information


	3
	22nd 
                        24th 
      
	Terrestrial Ecology
Aquatic Ecology

Lab: Hillside Biotic and Abiotic 


	4
	29th  

31st 

	Evolutionary Processes
Speciation and Natural Selection

Lab: Species Diversity 


	5
	February            5th 
7th 


	Macroevolution
Biogeography

Lab: Stream Ecology


	6
	12th 
14th

	Behavioral Ecology I

Behavioral Ecology II

Lab: Ethogram


	7
	19th 
21st 

	Population Ecology- Online lecture
Population Cycles

Lab: Food Webs


	8
	                           26th   

28th 

	Osmoregulation 
Terrestrial Osmoregulation

Lab: Invasive Species


	9
	March                4th 
6th 

	Spring Break
Spring Break

	10
	11th 
13th 

	Physiological Ecology- Energy Exchange
Physiological Ecology- Ectothermy
Lab: Antipredator Behaviors of Salamanders


	11
	18th 
20th 

	Physiological Ecology- Endothermy
Physiological Ecology- Torpor
Lab: Squirrel Lab


	12
	                          25th  

                          27th 

	Ecosystem Ecology I
Ecosystem Ecology II

Lab: To be determined

	13
	April                   1st  

3rd 

	No Class
No Class

	14
	8th 
10th 

	Ecosystem Ecology III
Conservation

Lab: To be determined


	15
	15th 
17th 

	Global Climate Change
Presentations- Georgia Ecoregions 

	
	
	*Outline subject to change at the discretion of the instructor


· Lecture Contribution Class contribution is measured by your attendance, punctuality, and professionalism as a member of a learning community. Inclusivity is paramount. 
· Species Account Students are required to complete a Species Account of an organism native to Georgia *see course contents in Canvas for instructions. 
· Analysis Worksheets Students are required to complete Analysis Worksheets for each unit.
*see course contents in Canvas for instructions.
· There are no examinations required in this course. Lecture content is measured by your ability to find credible information. Each week you will isolate a topic from lecture and explore the primary literature to deepen your understanding of the material we cover.
· Presentation Towards the end of the semester you and a group of your peers (3-4 people) will be required to give a presentation on an ecoregion of Georgia. 
*see course contents in Canvas for instructions.
Lecture Grades: Your lecture grade will consist of a lecture contribution (50 pts.), a Species Account (100 pts.), Analysis worksheets (200 pts.), and a presentation (100 pts.); Total = 450 pts. Final grades will be assigned based on the following scale: 88.5-100 = A, 78.5-88.49 = B, 68.5-78.49 = C, 58.5-68.49 = D, less than 58.5 = Failing.

Lab Grades: Your lab grade will consist of lab participation (50 pts.), lab worksheets (100 pts.), field collections (50 pts.), and a Field Notebook (200 pts.); Total = 400 pts. Final grades will be assigned based on the following scale: 88.5-100 = A, 78.5-88.49 = B, 68.5-78.49 = C, 58.5-68.49 = D, less than 58.5 = Failing.

Field notebook: *Instructions provided in lecture. 
Field collections: *Each student will keep a plant/mushroom collection throughout the course. You have the option of collecting 50 plant species, 50 mushroom species, or a combination of 25 of each. Instructions provided in lecture. 

Ecological photo of the week: *Throughout this course you will have the choice of posting nature photos (plants, fungi, insects. etc.) each week. There are no grades associated with these photos; however, whichever photo is voted as the best, that student will win a prize. 
Materials: You will need to purchase a field notebook with white, lined paper.  You will also need a pencil or a pen that uses permanent, waterproof ink.  You may choose any field notebook you would like; however, the standard field notebook is the “Rite-in-the-Rain” All-Weather Journal: Number 390F. 

*The field notebooks can be found in local bookstores, product websites (Rite-in-the-Rain), or www.amazon.com 

Textbook: There is no required text. 
Academic Integrity

In all classes within the school of Math and Science, it is an HONOR CODE VIOLATION to cheat, copy or pass information about assignments, tests, or quizzes from one individual to another. The professor has the right to give both the person who attempts to pass the information and the person receiving it the grade of F on the assignment or in the course. Plagiarism is also an HONOR CODE VIOLATION. Plagiarism includes representing someone else’s words, ideas, data, or original research as one’s own, and in general, failing to cite or otherwise acknowledge the source of such work. Plagiarism also includes direct copying and pasting of materials from web resources. All incidents of cheating, copying, and plagiarism will be handled according to the University guidelines. Incidents of academic dishonesty (including plagiarism and copying) will be handled according to the procedures outlined in the Reinhardt Student Handbook and Course Catalog. 
Academic Difficulty

The Center for Student Success located on bottom floor of Lawson, room 035, is a free tutoring service available to all students. 

For appointments--go to Reinhardt webpage; click on Academics. When the next page appears, click Center for Student Success. On that screen, you can see the tutoring schedule and make an appointment by clicking Student Appointment Form.  Fill out required fields and then submit.  
Students with Disabilities

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a documented disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Academic Support Office (ASO).

Reinhardt University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. Therefore, if you are seeking classroom accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you are required to register with the Academic Support Office (ASO). ASO is located in the basement of Lawson Building. Phone is 770-720-5567. To receive academic accommodations for this class, please obtain the proper ASO letters/forms.
Reinhardt University’s COVID-19 Policy applies to all students, faculty, staff, administration and guests.  The policy is subject to changes based on conditions and guidance from CDC, state and local health experts.  Current policies and procedures can be found at: https://www.reinhardt.edu/back-to-campus. If you have any questions, please refer to the website or contact Reinhardt University at the numbers below.

Campus Nurse within the Student Health Center

studenthealthcenter@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-5542 or www.reinhardt.edu/nurse.

Public Safety

Non-Emergency Phone: 770.720.5789
Emergency Phone: 770.720.5911
publicsafety@reinhardt.edu
Dean of Students
deanofstudents@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-5540

Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs
VPAA@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-9102.
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