HISTORY 251

AMERICAN HISTORY TO 1865

Fall Semester, 2023
Professor:


Kenneth H. Wheeler, Ph.D.
E-mail:



khw@reinhardt.edu

Office Telephone:
 
(770) 720-5976

Office:



Tarpley 115

Office Hours: Mon, 10—12; Tues, 11--12; Wed, 2-4; Thurs, 11-12; Fri, 10-2
Course Description:
This course is an introduction to American history from the age of exploration and colonization through the Civil War and Reconstruction.  The course focuses on central themes and issues in American growth, institutional change, cultural development, and political democracy as Americans faced them in the past.  Themes include: exploration and colonization; early America and the British empire; the American Revolution; the new nation; the era of Andrew Jackson; technological, industrial, and transportation revolutions; social and cultural life; expansion and sectional crisis; the Civil War and Reconstruction.  

History Program Objectives (HPO)

The faculty of Reinhardt University desire that all students in history demonstrate

a)  use of evidence, logic, and reasoning as they think historically about the past;

b)  knowledge of human history in various times and places;

c)  effective written and oral expression of ideas;

d)  methodological competence using libraries and appropriate information technologies;

and e)  moral reasoning abilities as they seek what is good, beautiful, and true.
In History 251, American History to 1865, the course will emphasize

a) historical thinking skills that employ evidence, logic, and reasoning;

b) knowledge of early American history;

c) effective written expression of ideas; and

d) moral reasoning abilities as we examine how Americans acted in their society in

varying circumstances.

Required Readings:  Acquire the following, study each before the appropriate day, and bring each to class for discussion at the relevant time.  Books are available through ecampus.com and can be delivered to your home or to campus.  If you have any questions or problems, please let your professor know.
Peter Frederick and Julie Roy Jeffrey, American History Firsthand (Vol. 1) (2nd edition)
Benjamin Franklin, The Autobiography & Other Writings (optional purchase)
Louis P. Masur, 1831: Year of Eclipse
Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (optional purchase)
Attendance, Participation, and Conduct:  Come to class!  The classroom holds a community of learning, and thus all enrolled are accountable to each other.  Students who sign up for the class should be present.  Absences will damage one’s course grade, as will tardiness.  Students should be punctual.  If there is a good reason why one has been absent or tardy, please inform the professor.  The professor expects students in class to be attentive, to take notes, to participate in discussions and ask questions, and to be respectful of each other.


Excellent students are almost always in class, arrive prepared and with the appropriate books, and participate in class discussion.  Average students often have good attendance but contribute little to class discussion and will receive a “C,” a perfectly respectable grade.  Students who have poor attendance or who are often tardy, inattentive, or rude to others should expect below-average grades in this area.

How Much Time Should I Spend on This Course?  A good rule of thumb in a collegiate setting is to spend two to three hours outside of class for every hour spent in class.  Thus, in a three-hour course such as ours, one should anticipate six to nine hours weekly spent in reading, writing papers, reviewing class notes, and studying for tests.
The Need for Academic Honesty:  Education thrives in an atmosphere of honesty and trust.  Students who do not do their own work degrade education, demonstrate a lack of respect for themselves and the college, and rob themselves of the opportunity to improve their own thinking and writing.  In this course, all work must be your own.  Cheating will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism, the use of someone else’s ideas or words without acknowledging them as such, is a serious academic offense.  Any suspected cases of academic misconduct will be dealt with strictly, normally resulting in a failing grade in the course.  The Academic Catalog of Reinhardt University details what constitutes academic dishonesty.  If you are ever uncertain about whether your actions are academically honest, please consult your instructor, who will be glad to advise you.
Artificial Intelligence:  The great rule in this course is that learning tools should increase your understanding.  In this course, the use of machine learning such as spell-check is permissible, but beyond that you should use your own vocabulary and writing style.

Discussion:
We will often discuss the assigned readings in class. Students should approach discussions armed with questions and ideas (be prepared to cite evidence from the text).  Do not be modest in introducing ideas or asking questions.  Discussions afford an opportunity to test ideas and thinking before writing a paper or examination.  Take full advantage of this opportunity to develop your potential.

Electronic Devices:  When in class, turn off and put away electronic devices such as laptops, phones, and text messaging devices.  Your full attention should be directed to the class.  You damage your grade in the course when you use electronics during class.
Reinhardt’s Academic Support Office:  The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you have a documented disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Academic Support Office (ASO). Reinhardt University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. Therefore, if you are seeking classroom accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you are required to register with the Academic Support Office (ASO). ASO is in the basement of Lawson Building. Phone is 770-720-5567. To receive academic accommodations for this class, please obtain the proper ASO letters/forms.

Reinhardt’s Center for Student Success, located on the top floor of the library, room 313, is a free tutoring service available to all students.  For appointments, go to Reinhardt’s webpage; click on Academics. When the next page appears, click Student Success Center. On that screen, click Student Appointment Form.  Fill out required fields and then submit.  If you would prefer to call, the number is 770-720-9232.

Paper Assignments:  In addition to a brief document analysis exercise near the beginning of the course, all students will write a longer document analysis paper based on American History Firsthand.

Quizzes:  Quizzes will normally, but not exclusively, be announced in advance.

Examinations:  All students will take a midterm examination and a final examination, each of which will primarily involve writing essays.  Note:  Any student who, for any reason, must miss an examination MUST contact Dr. Wheeler PRIOR to the examination time and obtain Dr. Wheeler’s consent to miss the examination.  Without consent, except in extreme cases, the missed exam will be judged a failure.

Course Grading Scale: A=90-100;  B=80-89;  C=70-79;  D=60-69;  F=0-59
Course Grade:  Coursework will determine your course grade as follows:

Document Analysis Exercise


  5%

Museum Exercise



  5%

Midterm Examination



20%

Document Analysis Paper 


25% 

Attendance, Conduct, and Participation:
10%

Quizzes




10%

Final Examination



25%

SCHEDULE

August

Tues.
15
Introduction



Europeans and the Americas

Thurs.
17
Discuss Archive 1, European-Indian Encounters

Tues.
22
Jamestown and Virginia in the 1600s
Thurs.
24
Discuss Archive 2, Diversity in Colonial America
Tues.
29
Massachusetts Bay and the Puritans

Thurs.
31
Discuss Archive 3, Rhythms of Early Family Life; doc. exercise due


South Carolina

September
Tues.
  5
Discuss Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin parts I & II; quiz
Thurs.
  7
Enlightenment and Great Awakening


Discuss Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin parts I & II; quiz
Tues.
12
French & Indian War

Thurs.
14
Imperial Crisis



Discuss Archive 4, Causes of American Revolution
Tues.
19
War for Independence

Thurs.
21
Discuss Archive 5, Experiencing the American Revolution
Tues.
26
The New Republic



Discuss the U.S. Constitution


Review for Midterm Examination

Thurs.
28
Midterm Examination
October


Tues.
  3
Discuss Archive 6, Creating a New Nation
Thurs.
  5 
Fall Break (class will not meet)

Tues.
10
Washington's Administration and the New Nation
Thurs.
12
class will meet at the Funk Heritage Center
Tues.
17
Discuss Masur, 1831, xv-xvii, 3-62; quiz


Museum exercise due
Thurs.
19
Antebellum South, Antebellum North


Discuss Masur, 1831, 115-168; quiz
Tues.
24
Discuss Masur, 1831, 169-216; quiz
Thurs.
26
Discuss Archive 8, Remaking American Life


Texas and the Mexican War

Tues.
31
Impending Crisis 
November
Thurs.
  2
Discuss Archive 10, Perfecting America; Analysis Paper due
Tues.
  7
The Civil War
Thurs.
  9
Discuss Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, chaps 1-7; quiz

Tues.
14
Discuss Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, chaps 8-11, and

Appendix; quiz
The Civil War
Thurs.  16
Discuss Archive 11, The Civil War
Tues.
21
Discuss Archive 12, Reconstruction



Review for Final Examination
Wed. 
29
9:00—11:00
Final examination:  
Prof. Kenneth H. Wheeler

Reinhardt University

How To Be a Good Student

Perfect formulas that fit every person do not exist, but students can follow general guidelines profitably.

1.  Attend Class.  Make no mistake, the first rule for success is show up.  Don’t make excuses, make it to class.  And don’t be tardy.

2.  Prepare for Class.  If there is a reading assignment, come to class having read it; bring your book.  Also, come to class awake, attentive, and excited to learn.  Your attitude affects how you learn . . . and how others perceive you.

3.  Take Good Notes.  Memories, historians know, tend to fade quickly or become distorted.  Written documents last longer.  Acquire the skill of note-taking, which means writing down more than is on the board.  Write down illustrative examples that the professor mentions, for example.  And take notes on the readings that you can refer to later without re-reading the entire assignment.

4.  Discern What is Important.  Once upon a time, there was a professor who would lecture until the bell rang, announcing the end of class.  Some students started to put away their notebooks, but one student noticed that the professor always continued to lecture for another five minutes; because time was short, he would always say the most important things in that remaining five minutes.  The lesson?  Study your professors’ habits and learn what they think is important.

5.  Review Your Notes Regularly.  The best students spend time with their notes.  They look over them before class when they arrive early, or while they eat breakfast, or in the library.  Some students recopy or type notes.  This practice should be ongoing, not just when an exam looms.  Students who live with their notes eventually know their notes.

6.  Ask Questions.  Ask questions about material you do not understand, or about issues raised in class but not dealt with in depth.  In short, be intellectually curious.

7.  Integrate Course Materials.  Most professors believe that their lectures, readings, and projects are complementary, which means that they fit together or support each other.  The connections may not be obvious, but good students try to understand how the lectures, readings, and projects relate to each other.

8.  Love Learning!  Students who are excited about learning, who are intellectually curious and want to investigate their interest, are students who cannot help but do decently on exams.  Love for learning shows, and professors respond to love for learning because it is something the world always needs.
