 HIS 328 / HIS 328 HON  -  HISTORY of GERMANY   AST / 2023
Dr. Theresa L. Ast   History and Interdisciplinary Studies 
Office:    Tarpley 107 / ground floor – cross breezeway from Lawson

Hours:    Mon 12:00-1:30  Tues 12:00-12:30)   Wed Thur (1:00-3:00 by appt)

Contact:  tla@reinhardt.edu,  M/T only 5609,  emergency 470-618-5036 

HIS 328 is Not in CANVAS.  Check / Read / Use RU email. Thanks!
Required Texts :   
Rainer Maria Rilke,    Letters to a Young Poet,   Dover Publications,  2002,   ISBN  
13:  978-0-486-42245-9.
Claudia Clark,    Dear Barack:  The Extraordinary Partnership of Barack Obama and Angela Merkel, 2021,  ISBN  13:  978-1633310575 
Course Description:   

This course surveys the complexity of the German territories before 1871, the close relationship between the Holy Roman Emperor and the Catholic Church, the profound impact of the Protestant Reformation.  We will examine the revolutions of 1848, Bismarck’s unification, German imperialist expansion, the German role in World War I, Weimar Culture, the Great Depression, the rise of National Socialism, World War II, the Holocaust, post-war recovery, separate East and West German development, and the positive and negative consequences of German reunification.  We will explore German History through culture and literature (Rainer Maria Rilke ,Claudia Clark)
Course Purpose and Objectives: 

This class will consist of lectures and discussions of books and essays.  It is essential that you attend class regularly, read the assigned materials and come prepared to discuss them.     This is a history course, but I believe the most efficacious learning is interdisciplinary by nature.  
I am interested in what you have to contribute to these topics and to the course as a whole.  You will need to read, think, write, and speak thoughtfully and critically in this class.  Please note the posted Office Hours - I am available for discussion outside of the classroom.  You may also email me about questions or concerns. 
Grading:      Attendance  20%      Rilke Questions  20%       Clark Essays  60%                                                                                    
Attendance Policy  
Attendance and participation are important.   Each unexcused absence results in a 10 point deduction from your attendance grade (100 – 4 unexcused absences x 10 = 60).  Excused absences, with appropriate documentation from a doctor, hospital, car accident, court hearing, or sports activity/event will result in a 5 point deduction.   It is your responsibility to provide written documentation for an excused absence as soon as you return to class.  Email and phone notifications to the professor are courteous, but do not equal an “excused” absence.  
Classroom Guidelines     Disruptive behavior in the classroom will result in points deducted from your attendance grade. If disruptive behavior continues after a warning, I will exercise my professorial right to withdraw you from the class.  I will treat each of you with respect and I expect you to treat each other that way.  We may disagree, but we will do it calmly, rationally, with courtesy.  Those of you who are reticent (quiet) by nature, be prepared to speak up; those of you who are loquacious (talkative) by nature, be prepared to restrain yourself and defer to your classmates.  
Out of Class Time  
During a semester, most college students spend  2-3 hours working outside of class, for every hour spent in class per week.  So, for a three-hour course (History 328) students should spend 6-9 hours per week reading, writing essays, reviewing materials.   A final exam is a possibility in this course, if the class does not keep up with the reading and assignments.   I prefer not to give an exam, but …
Academic Honesty and the Honor Code     Reinhardt College students are expected to adhere to the Honor Code (see Student Handbook).  Cheating on exams, helping others to cheat, or plagiarizing on essays, papers, and assignments, (the use of someone else’s ideas or words without formally and in writing) acknowledging them is absolutely unacceptable and will result in a “0” for the assignment, and possibly, in an “F” for the course.  In this course, all work must be your own.  
Assignment Guidelines        Book Essays must be typed, double-spaced, well-written, in Calibri 12 point font.  Late essays will be penalized 5 points for each day late.   Make sure that every assignment and exam you turn in has your Name, HIS 328, MW 3:30 at the top of the page – single spaced!!!   Always keep an extra copy in a safe place.   NOTE:   Do not turn in assignments by sliding them under my office door; I will not grade them;  turn them in at the next regularly scheduled Monday class.  Thank you.

Reading / Assignment Schedule     The readings and assignments  below are to be completed before you come to class on the day assigned.   Topics given below are for class lectures (my responsibility, not yours) and discussions.    They are not specific chapter titles or contents.  
Start reading, taking notes on the Rilke & Clarke books / chapters  NOW – in time to complete lengthy  assignments = 80%  of final grade.   Dates & deadlines in syllabus.
August

Mon   14   
Germany 600-1200, Syllabus, Introductioin  
                                                                                                     
Mon   21           German Territories, 1200-1500, Holy Roman Empire

Start reading, taking notes on Rilke. 
Mon  28            Martin Luther & Protestant Reformation
              

Keep reading, taking notes on Rilke. 

September

Mon   04
Impact of the French Revolution
             


Keep  reading, taking notes on Rilke. 

Mon   11
Christian Anti-Semitism, German Ideology



 Rilke,  Essay Due Today  (328 6 pp typed or HON 7 pp typed)                                                                                            
Mon   18
No Class - Start reading, taking notes - Clarke Author’s Note, Intro, I, 2, 3
 Mon   25
1815-1871, Bismarck and Unification                                                        


1871-1914, Founders’ Generation Wilhelminian Germany    ,                                                                 



Work on Clarke Essay I  - Author’s Note, Intro, I,  2, 3
October

Mon   02
1924-1933, Weimar, Depression, Nat Socia,   Clarke Essay I  Due Today
W  -F   10-12   
Fall Break  -  University Closed     
Start reading, notes Clarke Essay II – chapters 4, 5, 6, 7
Mon   09
1933-1940, Hitler, Totalitarianism, Anschluss

Work on Clarke Essay II – chapters 4, 5, 6, 7
M -  F 16 –27     Advising Appointments & Registration – Spring / Summer 2023
Mon   16
 1941-1945, Holocaust, Rescuers, Survivors   [Mid-term Grades ]
Work on Clarke Essay II – chapters 4, 5, 6, 7

              Last Day to withdraw passing from a course.
Mon    23
Germany, 1945-1949, Condominium of the Allied Powers    



 Clarke Essay II – 4, 5, 6, 7   Due Today       
Mon   30
  West Germany, 1949-1990, Federal Republic of Germany 



Work on Clarke Essay III – chapters  8, 9, 10, 11                                                                                                                            
November
Mon   06           West Germany  (continued)




Work on Clarke Essay III – chapters  8, 9, 10, 11  
Mon   13
 East Germany, 1949-1990, German Democratic Republic 



 Clarke Essay III – 8, 9, 10, 11    Due Today                                                                                                            

Mon   20  
German Reunification, Economy, Immigration     



Work on Clarke Essay IV -         
W–F   22-24
Thanksgiving – University Closed



Work on Clarke Essay IV -         
Tues  28th by 4:00       FINAL   EXAM     Clark Essay IV - 12, 13, Conclusion, Afterward   
Guidelines to help you write the four Clark  Essays about   President Obama & Chancelor Merkel available in two weeks.

______________________________________________________________________            

HIS 328 –  Germany         Rainer Maria Rilke -  Letters             Dr. Ast

Read carefully and thoughtfully the letters Rilke.  Write a 5 (298), 6 (328), 

7 (HON) page essay, double-spaced,  Calibri, font size 12, using the questions below.  Some questions apply to the letters as a whole; others to specific letters.  Do not quote extensively, but paraphrase briefly (with citations Rilke – 17) , if necessary to support your analysis.  

Letter 1 – What artistic advice does Rilke give Kappus?

Letter 2 – Discuss the advice he gives about irony and indispensable books.

Letter 3 – How should the young artist regard critics?   What is it like to be an artist?   Qualities, comparisons?

Letter 4 – What are Rilke’s thoughts about sexuality, its place in life?

Letter 5 – What kind of beauty does Rilke value?   Provide examples.

Letter 6 – Describe the unique way that Rilke tries to reassure Kappus about God and religion.  Is it comforting?  Do you think Rilke is spiritual? 

Letter 7 – How does Rilke define or explain love?   Why do young people have such difficulty with love?   Discuss the changes he sees for women in the future.

Letter 8 – What does Rilke have to say about sorrow, grief, courage?   How is an individual to grapple with sadness or great loss?

Letter 9 – How, why does Rilke distinguish between good and bad feelings?

Letter 10 – What role does Rilke believe nature can play in a person’s life?

Draw from all the letters to answer these questions:

How would you describe the general tone of the letters?   What do they reveal about Rilke’s personality traits and character qualities; what kind of person is he?  

What do you regard as the primary or over–arching themes of Rilke’s Letters?   There are several and they run throughout the letters.  Find them.

Do you see anything (phrases, references) in the letters that you think is particularly “German” or that relates to the future problems of German thought and ideology?

Note:   at this point you don’t have five “great” pages, return to the introduction and write about the “three circumstances” which resulted in these letters.

________________________________________________________________________

