English 351: Literature and Film:  3 hours
Spring 2024
______________________________________________________________________
Section, Time, Location:  Section 010 MC – 12:00 M W 

Professor Michelle Harlow
Phone: 404 275-3775 (cell)  770-720-5576
Email: lmh@reinhardt.edu	 and reinhardtprof@yahoo.com

Office Hours:  11:00 M W and 2:00 – 3:00 T 
                         There will also be time allotted at the end of each class for questions or       
                          help with any assignments.  If you want to meet on Teams, we can.   
                          We just need to set up the time and I will send you a Teams invite to the   
                          meeting.  Then you will go to your Outlook calendar or to the email with      
                          the invite to join the meeting.  Please do not hesitate to request a         
                          meeting with me if you have any questions or problems this semester.  I 
                          am always happy to assist you.

Office:  Humanities Suite, Lawson Building

Texts:	  Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep, Phillip K. Dick   ISBN:978- 0345404473
  Rita Hayworth and Shawshank Redemption, Stephen King 978- 1982155759
             Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Tennessee Williams   ISBN: 978-081-1216012 
            Into the Wild, Jon Krakauer   ISBN:  978-0-385-48680-4
            To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee   ISBN:  978-0-06-093546-7 
             
All texts are available in the Reinhardt bookstore or at websites, such as textbooks.com
Or Amazon or cheapesttextbooks.com, or Abebooks.

Films:   Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
              To Kill a Mockingbird
               Blade Runner and Blade Runner 2049
	    Into the Wild
              Thelma and Louise
               Shawshank Redemption

Description:  Literature and Film explores the relationship between literature and
cinema. Its emphasis is on films that make creative use of literary works and traditions,
rather than on film as literature. The course studies literature and analyzes the 
creative ways a filmmaker can use a literary source.

Reinhardt University Student Learning Outcomes:

Communication 
Students will demonstrate: 
1. Effective expression of ideas through writing, speech, and visual media. 
Critical Thinking and Inquiry 
Students will demonstrate: 
2. Integrative, critical thinking and inquiry-based learning using evidence, logic, reasoning, and calculation. 
3. Knowledge of various research methodologies, information, technological, and scientific literacy.
4. Independent thought and imagination; preparation for lifelong learning.

Self, Society and Culture 
Students will demonstrate: 
5. Knowledge of the traditions of Western civilization and their global context. 
6. Knowledge of the diversity of societies and cultures; the ability to view themselves and the world from cultural and historical perspectives other than their own.

Values and Ethics 
Students will demonstrate: 
7. Integrity and ethical responsibility. 
8. Understanding of and commitment to physical, emotional, and spiritual wellness. 
9. Stewardship and civic engagement, coupled with the ability to work with others both collaboratively and in leadership roles.

English Program Student Learning Outcomes—300-level courses:
Students will demonstrate: 

SLO 1: Sound Skills in Expository Writing (USLO I – Communication)
1. Grammar and Punctuation
2. Structure
SLO 2: Sound Skills in Critical Analysis (USLO II- Critical Thinking and  
                               Inquiry)
1. A close reading , understanding, and appropriate use of primary texts and secondary sources
2. Independent thought and higher order thinking skills of analysis and synthesis
SLO 3: Knowledge of the historical and / or cultural context of literature. 
	  (USLO III – Knowledge of Self and Society)
SLO 4: The ability to conduct and apply effective literary research.
           (USLO I – Communication and USLO IV Values and Ethics)
1. Appropriate secondary sources to make arguments
2. Integration of quoted and paraphrased material into essays
3. Integrity and ethics in the attribution and citation of source material

Specific Course Outcomes:
1.  Analyze a literary work and the adaptation process used by a filmmaker.(SLO 2)
2.  Create a research-based essay using the analysis of primary and secondary     sources, following specific assignment guidelines.(SLO 1, 2, 4)
3.  Work independently on literary and film reflections. (SLO 2)
4.  Present an oral introduction on a film. (SLO 2)

Grades:  Attendance: 5%
     Participation:  10%
	     Film Introduction:  5% 
                Reflections on Literary Connections: 65% (one for each film)
     Short Critical Essay: 15%

Attendance:  You are expected to attend class, and attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class.  You will be allowed 3 free absences during the semester.  After 3 absences, you will lose 10 points.  Five extra credit points will be added to your paper grade if you have no absences during the semester.  Make sure that if you are late for class, your absence is corrected at the end of class, so then your attendance grade will be accurate.  This record will not be changed at the end of the semester.

Participation:  You will be evaluated on your contributions to class discussions.  Since this is an upper-level literature class, I expect you all to participate heavily in class discussions.  You will be sharing your reflections that you write on each film in class.  Thus, it’s important that you have them completed by the due date and time.  (They are to be emailed to lmh@reinhardt.edu as a pdf by 12:00 on their due dates.)  I recommend that you have a copy of your reflections so you will know what you want to share.  

Introductions to Films:	You will singly or with a partner prepare an introduction 
on an assigned film. Your introduction will be given in the class prior to the screening (see schedule). You may provide any material you deem relevant and beneficial to the class and our viewing.  For example, you may want to give film reviews, information about the director, the script, or unknown details that you find in your research.  You will be evaluated on your preparation and presentation.  You are not to provide discussion on the comparison between the film and the literary piece.  That is to come when the entire class discusses the film and literature.  Your evaluation will be based solely on your class presentation; no written work must be turned in for this assignment. Since you will only introduce one film, you do NOT want to be absent on the day of your introduction or your grade could suffer (or you will need to swap with someone).

Reflections on Adaptations:  For each literary work and its adaptation, you will write a response that focuses on your analysis of the connection between the literary work and the film (s).  These will be used to begin our discussions of the adaptations.  Using the handout called “Adaptation” provided in class, you are to address the five questions that deal with fidelity, staying true to the original.  This reflection will explore the intersection between the literary work and the corresponding film.  Your response should be a carefully considered and detailed analysis, providing specific illustrations from the textual work. You may also deal with how the adaptation transforms the literary work, for example, creating an entirely different form or genre.  In addition, you will conclude with an evaluation of the film’s effectiveness in adapting the literary source.  A sample is provided.  This reflection should be at least 2 pages in length; single spaced or 1 ½ spaces and 12 pt. font, Times New Roman.  (SLO 1, 2, 4).   Note:  The biggest challenge with this activity is that reflections are due the class period after the film has been screened since we will use them for our discussion of the film and the literary source.  It is imperative that you stay up with your reading so that you have these reflections completed on time.  Reflections will be emailed to me in a pdf document that I will import and grade and return to you.  A letter grade will be deducted from any late reflections if they are two days late and after a week, they are not acceptable, unless you have been given an extension, which I will give for a valid reason; this is to keep you from turning in all of your reflections at the end of class.  Remember, you will be sharing your material in your reflections in class as part of your participation, so they need to be completed on time.  You will be allowed to drop your lowest grade, so if you miss a reflection, it will automatically be dropped for you.  

Short Critical Essay: This paper is to be a 3 to 5-page exploration of a film adaptation from a chosen source.  You may choose any form of printed media for this discussion; for example, comic books, stories, children’s literature, songs/music, novels, etc.  Your thesis will be based on the answer to the following question:  Was the adaptation of ______ a success or failure and why?                 


I am seeking no particular answer to this question. I require only that you present a strong case for your opinion. Your essay should include some research.  You can use this research to justify your thesis or simply to give your comments on what critics have to say about the film or the literature.  You must find, read, and cite at least two(2) pieces of research, either critical analyses, essays or reviews of the work. (This means that you will have at least 2 quotes or paraphrases in your paper.)  In addition, you should use quotes from the literary source that has been adapted in your discussion. Thus, that source will also be cited in your essay, so you should have a total of at least 3 citations in your paper and 3 sources on your Works Cited page.  Your essay will be graded on content, original thought, quality of secondary source material, as well as on grammar, usage, style, organization, and MLA correctness. (SLO 1, 2, 4) 

Late Penalties:  You will lose ten (10) points if the paper is more than 2 days late.  After one week, the assignment will not be accepted unless there are extenuating circumstances and you have discussed the issue with me.  I do understand that events can happen that make it necessary for you to turn in an assignment late, but you need to let me know if you need an extension.  There is no extra credit in this class, unless stated.   Please do not request a grade increase for your final grade.   I am fair in my grading and you get the grade you earn.  I’m just keeping score.  

Academic Integrity
All students are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, and to abide by the Reinhardt Honor Code. Also, all students are expected to be familiar with the Reinhardt policy on academic dishonesty stated in the University Catalog and in the Student Handbook. Plagiarism (using the ideas and phrases of others without crediting them, therefore claiming those ideas and phrases as your own) will not be tolerated in this course or on this campus. 
Class Guidelines 

Covid:  Mask Policy: As we begin the semester, no masks will be required.  However, if cases of Covid begin to rise, I reserve the right to implement a mask policy in this class. 

Canvas: Canvas will be used for all graded activities.  You will use it to access your syllabus and schedule of assignments and specific guidelines.  You will also find your grades in Canvas.  Although you can communicate with me through Canvas, I check Outlook more frequently and that is the best way to send me messages.    

Important Contact Numbers

Campus Nurse within the Student Health Center
nurse@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-5542 or www.reinhardt.edu/nurse.
Public Safety
Non-Emergency Phone: 770.720.5789
Emergency Phone: 770.720.5911
publicsafety@reinhardt.edu
Dean of Students
deanofstudents@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-5540
Office of the Provost
provost@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-9102.

Students with Disabilities 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  This legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. Reinhardt University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. Therefore, if you are seeking classroom accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you are required to register with the Academic Support Office (ASO).  ASO is located in the lower level of the Lawson Building.  To receive academic accommodations for this class, please obtain the proper ASO letters.

Center for Student Success: The Center for Student Success, located on the top floor of the library, is a free tutoring service available to all students.  For appointments—go to Reinhardt webpage; click on Academics. When the next page appears, click Center for Student Success. On that screen, click Student Appointment Form.  Fill out required fields and then submit.  If you would prefer to call, the number is 770-720-9232.   I do expect you to follow rules of grammar in your reflections and I may lower the grade if your paper is full of comma splices, run-ons, and fragments.
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