English 102:
Composition and Literature
Fall 2023
Dr. Donna Little 
Theme: AI and What Does It Mean to be Human?
Class Time and Place: Lawson 120 on TR 9:30-10:45 and TR 11:00-12:15
Dr. Little’s Office: Lawson 124A, English Suite

Dr. Little’s Office Hours: TR 12:30-3:30
Dr. Little’s email: dlc@Reinhardt.edu
Texts

All stories and poems are on the class Canvas site, either as links or PDFs. 

Films 

Westworld series HBO 2016, created by Jonathan Nolan and Lisa Joy, based on Michael Crichton’s 1973 film Westworld
Grades 
Story Quizzes









15%

In-class Writing Assignments







10%

Three four-page typed papers, with article summary, paper map, draft and revision for each (draft only for paper 3)







40%

Three tests









20%

Daily grade: Attendance, class discussion and small group participation

15%
Audio for Texts
If you have a PC that uses Windows, you can get it to read any website or Word document out loud for you by using the Narrator app. All you do is open the website or Word document, then simultaneously click Ctrl and the Windows logo key and Enter. To navigate inside it, there is a blue cursor and you use the Tab and/or down arrow keys to get it where you want it to start reading. If it is a poem, you have to use your down arrow after each line to make it go to the next line.  

If the document is a PDF, download it to your computer, then go into Adobe Acrobat from your list of Windows Apps. Click File at the top, then Open, then choose the PDF you just downloaded. Once you have it open, go to View and scroll down to Read Aloud and click that.
If the reading is a scan from a book, you can use your Iphone to scan the article and convert it into text which you can then get your phone to read aloud. 

Adobe Acrobat Pro will also convert a scanned article into text so that it can be read aloud. Here is a link that explains how to do it:

https://help.illinoisstate.edu/accessibility/website-and-digital/pdf-accessibility-with-adobe-acrobat-pro/convert-an-image-only-pdf-with-text-recognition-in-adobe-acrobat-pro
Here is a link with more info on ways to get your computer to read to you, including on a Mac:

https://www.makeuseof.com/tag/5-ways-to-make-your-windows-computer-speak-to-you/
Goals and Skills for ENG 102:

· Analyze literature (Critical Thinking)

· Explore ideas (Critical Thinking)

· Information literacy: how to locate and evaluate information (Critical Thinking)

· Learn to write correct and effective college papers

· Practice integrity, professionalism and kindness

Grading Scale:

90-100 A

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

Less than 60 F

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes

Program Objective 1: Writing

To ensure that students master sound writing skills, including the ability to craft correct and readable prose and to sustain a logical argument (College Objective 1: Communication)

Learning Outcome 1: Grammar and Punctuation: Shows knowledge of and skills in the use of the English language 

Learning Outcome 2: Structure and Argument: Shows facility with expository and argumentative writing

Means of assessment: Papers
Program Objective 2: Reading
To prepare students to read, comprehend, and study independently (College Objective 2: Critical Thinking and Inquiry)

Learning Outcome 3: Close Reading: Demonstrates a close reading of the text(s) under discussion

Learning Outcome 4: Critical Thinking:  Exercises independent thought in the analysis and interpretation of texts

Means of assessment: Papers, tests, class participation
Program Objective 3: Research
To equip students with solid research skills, including the ability to use and cite both print and electronic primary and secondary sources (College Objective 2: Critical Thinking and Inquiry and College Objective 4: Values and Ethics)

Learning Outcome 6: Quotations: Integrates quoted and paraphrased material into essays

Learning Outcome 7: Ethics: Demonstrates integrity and ethics in the attribution and citation of source material

Learning Outcome 8: Citations: Applies MLA style sheet to citations and Works Cited Page

Means of assessment: Papers 
Credit hour statement

Over 15 weeks, students will spend 150 minutes per week in lectures, class discussions, and examinations (37.5 hours for the semester). Instructional time includes a 3-hour final exam. Out-of-class work includes homework and preparation for exams and quizzes and is estimated at around 300 minutes per week (75 hours for the semester).

Small Groups and Daily Grade
You will get a daily grade every day for your attendance and participation. If your body is there but you do not participate, your grade will be a 70. You must speak in class at least once to receive a 100 for your daily grade. Some days we will break into small groups and your participation in your small group will also be factored into your daily grade. Tardiness and lack of professionalism will also be factored into your daily grade.

Attendance and Tardiness Policy


Each student is allowed two unexcused absences, no questions asked. I will not put in a zero for your daily grade for those two times. However, serious personal or family illness should be the only reason a student would have more than two unexcused absences, and you will receive a zero on your daily grade for anything past two unless you communicate with me about extenuating circumstances. In the event of a prolonged injury or illness, please send me documentation. 

Athletes are allowed excused absences for games, but I must have written documentation from the coach. It is a good idea to give each of your professors your game schedule at the beginning of the semester. Music and theater majors are allowed excused absences for required events as long as you provide me with documentation.
Everyone is occasionally late to class.  However, it is discourteous to be late all of the time. If you are repeatedly late, your daily grade will be very low.
Four-Page Essays

The papers will focus on a theme or symbol in the readings. These papers are formal, and they must be typed, double-spaced, in Microsoft Word, with no spelling, grammar or punctuation errors.   They are to be uploaded to Canvas before class on the day they are due.   

Papers must contain quotations from the text(s) in every body paragraph with page numbers in parentheses after the quotations (MLA format).   

Papers will be graded as follows:


20 pts.
Grammar and Punctuation


20 pts.  Focus, Structure and Organization


20 pts.  Detailed reading and analysis of texts (support and evidence)


20 pts.  Critical Thinking (original ideas, depth of thought)


20 pts.  Quotations and Citations

Formal paper structure includes an introduction that ends with a thesis statement, body paragraphs that focus on subpoints to your thesis and begin with topic sentences that sum up the subpoint of that paragraph, and a conclusion. There should be one or more quotations in each of the body paragraphs.  
You should have about three paragraphs per page, so for a four-page paper that is approximately 12 paragraphs.   Please, no page-long paragraphs!   Use your paragraphs to organize your ideas and break them into logical, manageable chunks. 
You will write the papers in three phases: Paper Map, Draft and Revision.  You are required to do a Revision for Papers 1 and 2 but not Paper 3.
1. Paper Map: Thesis statement, 10 topic sentences, 10 supporting quotations

2. Draft: Your first attempt at the fully formed paper.

3. Revision: An improved version of the paper based upon my comments. The revision must attempt to address all of the criticisms and must contain SIGNIFICANT improvements in order to receive a higher grade.   You cannot just fix a few grammatical errors and expect your grade to go up.  The most important changes involve the content and structure of the paper, and if that remains the same, your grade will be the same.   Please do not waste my time with a minimally improved paper!  If you do not turn in a revision, the grade is a zero. If you turn in basically the same paper with a few tweaks, your grade will go down 20 points for the revision.   The draft and revision grades are all averaged together into the 40% of your course grade based on the papers.    

 
If you are a weak writer, I strongly encourage you to visit the Center for Student Success to get help with your paper before you turn it in.  

Student athletes and music and theater majors are required to submit a paper BEFORE the due date if they have a game or event that is going to interfere with them submitting it ON the due date. Athletic and music/theater events are excused absences but cannot be used as an excuse to turn work in late.

Paper Workshops


When each paper draft is due, we will spend a class period “workshopping” papers, which means that the whole class will look at a person’s paper and critique it.  During the workshop, students will praise the writer for what is good about the paper and then give constructive suggestions for what could be improved for the revision.   
Tests


There will be three tests on the readings. They will not be cumulative. The third one will take place during our scheduled final exam period. They will consist of short answer questions about the readings and films.  

Academic Dishonesty Policy
I hate plagiarism and have zero tolerance for it.

If you cheat on a journal, paper, test, or any assignment, I will fail you for the class and report you to the Provost and the Student Judicial Council. The Provost sends a letter to a student’s home when the student is reported for plagiarism. The Provost’s office keeps a file on all students who have been reported for cheating. You can be kicked out of school.
Plagiarism is defined as presenting as your own any work that is not your own, whether it is work written by another student or parent or work copied from a written source or the Internet. 
If you copy from Wikipedia or Spark Notes or another Internet source, it is obvious to me. If you copy another student’s work, even if you change some of the words, I will catch it.   
You are allowed to get help on your papers from us, from the Center for Student Success, and from ASO if you participate in that program. It is acceptable to get feedback on your papers from friends and family members, as long as that feedback does not cross the line into actually writing parts of the paper for you. 
You can always make an appointment with me to get help on your papers.

Policy on Use of Chat GPT or other AI apps 

It is permissible to use AI apps for the same purposes as you might use Wikipedia or do a google search: to obtain basic information about something. 


However, using Chat GPT or other AI apps to do your work for you is plagiarism and will be treated as such. If you submit an AI-generated paper, you will fail the class and I will report the plagiarism to the Provost. 


Keep in mind that Chat GPT is often wrong and often makes stuff up – what is called “hallucinations.” Also, it can’t think critically and can only supply you with talking points that it finds on the internet. This type of talking point language, similar to Spark Notes, is very easy to detect. 
Participation
This class is mostly discussion-based, and you should participate during every class discussion. It is very important that class discussion be even and balanced.  No one should dominate the discussion, and no one should be silent. All voices should be heard.  All kinds of different opinions will be expressed, and everyone’s viewpoint must be respected, as long as it is not derogatory to any person or group. 

Professionalism Standards
Our expectations for appropriate and acceptable classroom behavior are as follows:

1. Conduct yourself exactly as you would at a job. In a college class, your professor is your boss and your fellow students are your co-workers. Conduct yourself with courtesy, maturity and professionalism.
2. Be on time.

3. If you need to miss class, let Dr. Little know via e-mail.
4. If you are an athlete, give us a print copy of your game schedule at the beginning of the semester. Do not assume we will always get emails from coaches. Similarly, if you are a music major with events that conflict with our class, give us the written schedule well beforehand and don’t assume we will get an email from the music program. We often don’t, and it is your responsibility to make sure we know what your excused absences are so that we can mark them that way in Canvas.     

5. Give your full attention to the class, whether it is the professor speaking or other students speaking.

6. Never chat or whisper to other students during class. This is extremely rude and will not be tolerated.
7. Turn off cellphones and put them away, unless I ask you to look something up on your phones. Absolutely no texting. If I see you doing it, that’s a zero for your daily grade.
8. No open computers or tablets unless you privately discuss with me an academic need to take notes on the computer.

9. No, you may not leave class to make or take a call!  
10. No headphones or ear buds on in class, ever, for any reason.  

11. No putting head down on desk in class, ever, for any reason. 
12. Be courteous and respectful of others during class discussion.  We are a diverse community and careless, hateful and divisive remarks can cause pain to others and are not welcome in my classroom. It is not permissible to make negative, stereotyping or derogatory remarks on the basis of gender, skin color, ethnicity, religion, sexuality, or political affiliation.  Reinhardt University does not condone or tolerate discrimination of any kind or in any direction.  If any such remarks are made, I will ask you to stop and to meet with me outside of class to discuss the problem.  If the problem continues, I will withdraw you from the class. 
13. If you have a nickname or pronoun preference, let me know and I will use it.

14. Do not use curse words in class. Use workplace standards for what is appropriate. 

15. Raise your hand when you want to speak and wait until it’s your turn.  Keep your remarks relevant to the discussion and of a reasonable length and number.   

16. Be respectful to the professor(s) inside and outside of class.  If you have problems or questions regarding a grade, attendance, course expectations or late assignments, the appropriate place to discuss that is in my office.   

17. We will always end class on time.  Do not start shuffling your belongings five or ten minutes before class is over.  I will let you know when class is dismissed.   If we ever accidentally go late, you may politely raise your hand and let me know.

18. Never say “it was too hard, so I didn’t do it.”   College work is supposed to be difficult, and you are expected to persevere in order to improve. You can always say, “I need help understanding this,” and I will be happy to help you inside or outside of class. 
Three Strikes Disciplinary Policy You will receive two warnings for rude behavior, which will each be followed up with an e-mail to your coach (if applicable) and your School Dean.  The third time in a semester that I have to speak to you about a rude or disrespectful behavior, you will be dismissed from my class on the spot and not allowed to return without submitting a 500-word essay explaining what was wrong with your behavior and why you will not do it again, as well as meeting with me, your School Dean and your coach (if applicable) to discuss an action plan for a change in your behavior.    

Examples of rude behavior include but are not limited to: texting or unauthorized computer use in class; head down on desk; headphones or ear buds on; arguing with professor; rude or argumentative remarks to professor or fellow students; cursing; interrupting class; recurrent tardiness; wandering in and out of class.    

READINGS

READINGS MUST BE DONE BEFORE YOU COME TO CLASS ON THE DAY THEY ARE LISTED.  QUIZZES ARE ON THE READING THAT IS DUE THAT DAY AND WILL BE GIVEN AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.  
Week 1: 

Tues., 8/15: Syllabus, Introduction, video:  AI and the future of humanity | Yuval Noah Harari
Thurs., 8/17: Due: one-page self-introduction; Rudyard Kipling, “The Secret of the Machines”; Youtube video: Marshall Jones, “Touchscreen”; in-class writing
Week 2:
Tues., 8/22: Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein excerpt; Diego Rivera painting “Man Controller of the Universe”; Quiz
Thurs., 8/24: Westworld episode 1; in-class writing
Week 3

Tues., 8/29: Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Artist of the Beautiful”; Steampunk butterfly; Quiz; In class: Look for AI articles in Library Databases Newspaper Source and News and Newspapers
Thurs., 9/31:  Octavia Butler, “The Book of Martha”; James Weldon Johnson, “The Creation”; Quiz; In class: Look for AI articles in Library Databases Newspaper Source and News and Newspapers
Week 4

Tues., 9/5: Due: One-page summary of newspaper article on AI from Databases

Lecture: How to Write a Good Paper; Review Paper 1 Topics, Literature Paper Expectations and Paper Grading Grid; 
Thurs., 9/7: PAPER MAP 1 DUE: thesis statement, 10 topic sentences, 10 supporting quotations; critique each other’s paper maps in small groups; Review Quotation and Citation format
Week 5

Tues., 9/12: PAPER 1 DRAFT DUE; workshop two papers
Thurs., 9/14:  TEST 1
Week 6

Tues., 9/19: Westworld episode 2; in-class writing
Thurs., 9/21: Angela Carter, “The Tiger’s Bride”; Painting Henri Rousseau “The Dream”; Quiz
Week 7

Tues., 9/26: Poems: Eavan Boland, “The Dolls Museum in Dublin,” “In His Own Image” and “A Ballad of Beauty and Time” 
Thurs., 9/28: E.T.A. Hoffman, “The Sand Man”; Salvador Dali painting “Persistence of Memory”; Quiz
Week 8

Tues., 10/3: PAPER 1 REVISION DUE; Westworld episode 3; in-class writing
Thurs., 10/5: FALL BREAK – NO CLASS
Week 9

Tues., 10/10: Carlos Fuentes, “Aura”; Quiz
Thurs., 10/12: Due: One-page summary of newspaper article on AI from Databases

Review paper 2 topics; Emily Dickinson, “One Need Not Be a Chamber – to Be Haunted” and “The Soul Has Bandaged Moments” 
Week 10

Tues., 10/17: PAPER 2 MAP DUE: thesis statement, 10 topic sentences, 10 supporting quotations; critique in small groups
Thurs., 10/19: PAPER 2 DRAFT DUE; workshop two papers 
Week 11 

Tues., 10/24: TEST 2

Thurs., 10/26: Robert Escarpit, “Cloud Maker”; Quiz
Week 12

Tues., 10/31: Westworld episode 4; in-class writing 
Thurs, 11/2: Alfonso Reyes, “Major Aranda’s Hand”; Alfaro Siqueiro painting “Self Portrait”; Quiz
Week 13

Tues., 11/7: Review Paper 3 Topics; Nnedi Okorafor, “Mother of Invention”; Quiz
Thurs., 11/9: Due: One-page summary of newspaper article on AI from Databases

Poems by Ai-da (robot): “Freedom: Poetry of Consolation I”; “Death Sentence: Poetry of Consolation II”; “Memory: Poetry of Consolation” 
Week 14

Tues., 11/14: PAPER 2 REVISION DUE; Westworld episode 5; in-class writing
Thurs., 11/16: PAPER 3 MAP DUE: thesis statement, 10 topic sentences, 10 supporting quotations; critique in small groups
Week 15

Tues., 11/21: PAPER 3 DRAFT DUE; workshop two papers
TEST 3 WILL BE GIVEN DURING OUR SCHEDULED FINAL EXAM SLOT DURING EXAM WEEK
