HISTORY/RELIGION 380: RELIGION IN AMERICA

Tuesdays and Thursdays—9:30—10:45

Fall Semester, 2023
Instructor:  

Kenneth H. Wheeler, Ph.D.
Office:


Tarpley 115

Telephone:
 
(770) 720-5976

E-mail: 

khw@reinhardt.edu

Office Hours:

Mon, 10—12; Tues, 11-12; Wed, 2—4; Thurs, 11-12; Fri, 10—2
Course Description:  This course surveys the history of religion in America, especially various forms of Christianity and their relationships to the surrounding society and culture.  The course begins with the patterns of religious life in the colonial era, then focuses on the effects of the American Revolution as religious life became separated from state support, and how Americans employed their religious beliefs as they built the kind of nation they wanted to live in during the nineteenth, twentieth, and early twenty-first centuries.

History Program Objectives
The faculty of Reinhardt University desire that all students in history demonstrate

a) use of evidence, logic, and reasoning as they think critically about the past;

b) knowledge of human history in various times and places;

c) effective written and oral expression of ideas;

d) methodological competence using libraries and appropriate information technologies; and

e) moral reasoning abilities as they seek what is good, beautiful, and true.

In History/Religion 380, Religion in America, the course will emphasize

a) critical thinking skills that employ evidence, logic, and reasoning;

b) knowledge of religion in American society over time;

c) effective written and oral expression of ideas;

d) moral reasoning abilities as we examine the role of religion in American life.
Required Readings:  Please acquire the following books, read each before the appropriate day, and bring each to class for discussion at the relevant time.  All books are available at the Reinhardt University ebookstore, a link to which is on the RU homepage.

Patrick Allitt, Major Problems in American Religious History (2nd edition)
Nathan O. Hatch, The Democratization of American Christianity 

Charles Reagan Wilson, Baptized in Blood
Charles Marsh, The Beloved Community: How Faith Shapes Social Justice from the

Civil Rights Movement to Today
Nathan P. Jones, The End of White Christian America
Attendance, Participation, and Conduct:  Come to class!  A portion of the course grade depends upon attendance, participation, and conduct.  The classroom holds a community of learning, and all enrolled are accountable to each other.  Absences will damage one’s course grade, as will tardiness.  Students should be punctual.  If there is a good reason why one has been absent or tardy, please inform the professor.  The professor expects students to be attentive, to take notes, to participate in discussions and ask questions, and to be respectful of each other.


Excellent students are almost always in class, arrive prepared and with the appropriate books, and participate in class discussion.  Average students often have good attendance but contribute little to class discussion and will receive a “C,” a perfectly respectable grade.  Students who have poor attendance or who are often tardy, rude, or inattentive should expect below-average grades in this area.

Electronic Devices:  When in class, turn off and put away electronic devices.  Your full attention should be directed to the class, and not at all to incoming or outgoing messages.  Students who disregard this advice are damaging their course grade.  The professor prefers that students not take notes on laptop computers, as this habit often dissuades students from asking questions and discussing our texts.
Discussion:  One goal of the liberal arts is that students learn to express their ideas orally and engage the ideas of others.  Students should approach discussions having read the assigned readings, and with questions and ideas.  Do not be modest in introducing ideas or in politely criticizing those of others.  Ideally, discussion is a form of active learning and reinforces the idea that in the Reinhardt University classroom, all students should expect to learn a great deal from each other, as well as from the texts and instructors.
How Much Time Should I Spend on This Course?  A good rule of thumb in a collegiate setting is to spend two to three hours outside of class for every hour spent in class.  Thus, in a three-hour course such as ours, anticipate six to nine hours weekly outside of class spent in writing papers, reviewing class notes, talking to classmates about the course material, reading in preparation for discussion, and studying for tests.

The Need for Academic Honesty:  Education thrives in an atmosphere of honesty and trust.  Students who do not do their own work degrade education, demonstrate a lack of respect for themselves and the college, and rob themselves of the opportunity to improve their own thinking and writing.  In this course, all work must be your own.  Cheating will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism, the use of someone else’s ideas or words without acknowledging them as such, is a serious academic offense.  Any suspected cases of academic misconduct will be dealt with strictly, normally resulting in a failing grade in the course.  The Academic Catalog of Reinhardt University details what constitutes academic dishonesty.  If you are ever uncertain about whether your actions are academically honest, please consult your instructor, who will be glad to advise you.

Artificial Intelligence:  The great rule in this course is that learning tools should increase your understanding.  In this course, the use of machine learning such as spell-check is permissible, but beyond that you should use your own vocabulary and writing style.
Quizzes:  Some readings will be assessed using quizzes, which are designed to reward students who have read the assignment.

Response Papers:  Each student, during the semester, will write ten (10) response papers, of no more than two (2) pages each.  Papers that run onto a third page are unacceptable.  Papers must be typed and double-spaced.  Papers are due in class.  Late papers will not be accepted.  Five (5) of these papers will be written in the first half of the semester, five (5) in the second half.  The response papers are intended to give students an opportunity to demonstrate that they have read the assigned readings and thought about them in preparation for classroom discussion.  Papers will be graded on the quality of the thought contained in them, and by how well they illustrate that the student has read the assignment.  Clear and accurate English prose is assumed.

Examinations:  All students will take a midterm examination and a final examination, each of which will primarily involve writing essays.  These examinations will help students pull together the themes of the course and integrate material from readings, discussions, and lectures.  Note:  Any student who, for any reason, must miss an examination, MUST contact Dr. Wheeler PRIOR to the examination and obtain Dr. Wheeler’s consent to miss the examination.  Without consent, except in extreme cases, the missed exam will be judged a failure.
The Center for Student Success, located on the upper floor of the library, room 313, is a free tutoring service available to all students.  For appointments, go to Reinhardt’s webpage; click on Academics. When the next page appears, click Student Success Center. On that screen, click Student Appointment Form.  Fill out required fields and then submit.  If you would prefer to call, the number is 770-720-9232.  In addition, for students with documented learning or physical disabilities, the Academic Support Office, on the bottom floor of the Lawson building, is a great resource.

Course Grading Scale: A=90-100;  B=80-89;  C=70-79; D=60-69; F=0-59
Course Grade: Coursework will determine your course grade as follows:

Attendance, Conduct, and Participation in Discussion
20% (10% each ½ semester)

Response Papers





20% (10% each ½ semester)

Quizzes






20%

Midterm Examination





20%

Final Examination





20%

SCHEDULE

August
Tues.
15
Introduction

Th
17
Allitt, Chapter 1

Tues.
22
Allitt, 2: 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8

Th
24
Allitt, 3: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, Miller, Laing
Tues.
29
Allitt, 4: 3, 5, 6, 7, Marsden, Kidd, Marini
Th
31
Hatch, Democratization, 3-66; quiz
September
Tues.
 5
Hatch, Democratization, 67-161; quiz
Th
 7
Hatch, Democratization, 162-219; quiz
Tues.
12
Allitt, 5: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, Raboteau
Th
14
Allitt, 6: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, Genoveses
Tues.
19
Allitt, 7: 1, 3, 5, 6,
Th
21
Wilson, 1-78; quiz
Tues.
26
Wilson, 79-118, 139-182; quiz 
Th
28
Allitt, 8: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7
October
Tues.
 3
Midterm Examination

Th
 5
Fall Break (class will not meet)
Tues.
10
Allitt, 9: 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
Th
12
Allitt, 10: 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, Carpenter
Tues.
17
Allitt, 11: 1, 3, 5, 7


Allitt, 12: 1, 4, 7

Th
19
Marsh, The Beloved Community, 1-85; quiz
Tues.
24
Marsh, The Beloved Community, 87-149; quiz
Th
26
Marsh, The Beloved Community, 153-216; quiz
Tues.
31
Allitt, 13: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, Haddad, Badillo
November
Th
  2 
Allitt, 14: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, Reichley, Ammerman
Tues.
  7
Allitt, 15: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, Smith
Th
  9
Jones, The End of White Christian America,         quiz
Tues.
14
Jones, The End of White Christian America,
        quiz

Th
16
Jones, The End of White Christian America, 
        quiz
Tues.
21
Looking backward and forward


review for final examination
Monday  27
11:15—1:15    Final Examination
