Business 205: Introduction to Microeconomics 
Fall 2023 Session 1 (August 14-October 8)
Totally online using Canvas

Instructor: Dr. John S. Yelvington (Dr Y)
770-355-7362  jsy2@reinhardt.edu
Above all, you must contact me via one of these methods if you have issues or if you have questions about the course or grading.
 I have no office hours per se, but feel free to text anytime 770-355-7362.    If your need is urgent, text or call, but if you call leave a message because I am flooded with robocalls, so I do not pick up calls from numbers not familiar to me. Text is much quicker, just identify yourself.   

I’m not your typical RU adjunct- I taught here for 14 years and I love RU and its students, as I’ve probably taught maybe 1,000 of you and my only goal is to help you succeed and I’ll do anything I can ethically and with fairness to all to meet that goal.
TEXTBOOK
A hard copy of the textbook is not required for this course. This course uses a single-sign access through Canvas.  You will click the “Launch Courseware” button in our course.  Your student account will be directly charged for the cost of the inclusive access textbook.  Students will have fourteen (14) days from the start of classes to opt-out of participation, and students who opt-out, drop, or withdraw from the class will not be billed.  If you opt-out, you will need to purchase Connect access directly as you can’t complete the course without Connect.  More information is available in Canvas.
Catalog Description: 
This course analyzes how economic units (individuals, households, firms, and government units) make choices to allocate their resources. It includes a study of price and output determination under various market structures, income distribution, domestic policy issues, and externalities such as pollution. Prerequisite: University placement in or completion of MAT 100 or higher.
______________________________________________________________________________

BUS205  COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES (CLOs)

1. UNDERSTAND WHY HOUSEHOLDS, BUSINESS, GOVERNMENT AND GLOBAL BEHAVIOR DETERMINE THE AGGREGATE DEMAND FOR GOODS AND SERVICES 

2. DETERMINE THE IMPACT OF ELASTICITY ON DEMAND 

3. CALCULATE COSTS OF THE FIRM (BY FIXED, VARIABLE AND TOTAL) 

4. ARTICULATE AT WHAT PRODUCTION LEVEL DO COMPANIES MAXIMIZE PROFIT OR MINIMIZE LOSS

5. IDENTIFY THE FOUR PRIMARY MARKET TYPES AND THE CHARACTERSTICS OF EACH 

Canvas: 
Canvas is the learning management system at Reinhardt.  If you need more information about how Canvas works you can reach out to CITEL or myself to assist.


______________________________________________________________________________

LATE POLICY
Quizzes
3% per day is assessed on each quiz. No assignment is accepted more than two weeks late for any reason. All quizzes must be completed according to the schedule. Again, because of tight grading deadlines, I cannot accept assignments past this time for any reason, so make sure you get an early start on assignments.  No assignments will be accepted after the end of the course for any reason.

Discussion boards

If posts are made late, there will be penalties but once the discussion boards have closed (Sunday of week 2 and Sunday of week 5), a 0 will be assigned.  The reason for this is to ensure your timely interaction with your peers.

ASO Students: Please notify me on the first day of class (after class—this is something we don’t’ need to discuss w/the entire class) that you are an ASO student and if you need a note taker or need additional time testing, so we can prepare for the assistance in advance.  If you fail to notify me in advance, I cannot help you with alternate testing schedule, etc. (meaning, when I pass out the test—don’t ask for help then!)  Students with disabilities needing accommodations must contact Academic Support Office prior to contacting me during office hours.

Office 365: Through your technology fee at Reinhardt, you receive Office 365, which gives you access to Office 2013 for up to 5 devices.  You can also download Office 2013 on a computer for just the time you are working on that machine (Office on Demand).  Therefore, there are never any excuses for you to not do your assigned homework outside of class.  Office 365 will be available to you as long as you are a Reinhardt student this academic year.  There is a bookmark in EagleWeb to the Office 365 login https://login.microsoftonline.com/login.srf?bk=1408367739 (Links to an external site.) .  Through Office 365, you can view your Reinhardt email, save documents to OneDrive (cloud based server), so you can access your files anywhere, & manage your calendar. 

Grading and Evaluation Criteria
GRADING



GRADING SCALE 



LETTER GRADE COMPUTATION



A

900-1000


Quizzes 15 wks * 2 @ 55 pts each = 825



B

800-899


Research paper 
                       95



C

700-799


2 Discussions @ 40 each                   80



D

600-699


Total



           1000


F

599 and below






GRADE COMPONENTS


You’ll have two quizzes each week, two discussions and a research paper according to the schedule below

Quiz

All quizzes are due on Sunday except the last, see the schedule below.   You also have 3 tries at each quiz and the system records the highest grades.  You won’t know which questions you missed so when you take the quiz, write down the questions you’re not sure of, then go back and change the answers you’re not certain of.  All quizzes are due according to the schedule below, usually a Sunday except for the last week.

Discussion

In weeks 2 and 5 you have graded discussions worth 40 points each.  Your initial answer to the question will be at least 150 words by Wednesday, the first response is due on Friday (at least 100 words) and the second response (at least 100 words) is due on Sunday at 11:59.  Make sure your responses advance the discussion.  I’ll provide examples in the course.

Research Paper

The paper will be in apa style (7th ed) and will be 3-4 pages on any topic related to economics.  Abstracts are no longer required.  The index has some very good ideas.  But write on a topic that interests you.  I allow latitude on topics.  3-4 pages excludes:
· Cover page

· Reference list

· Conclusion or summary

Here are some suggested topics

· Minimum wage-

· There are many cities in the US diverging from the current minimum wage 

· Any proposed legislation affecting it

· Tax on sugary drinks (look at Philadelphia)

· US Mexico border situation

· Illegal immigration in general and the impact it’s having in the US

· War on terrorism

· Violence in the US

· Current budget crisis

· Any aspect of COVID

· National Security

· China economic and military threats

· Gas prices current or future expected

· Inflation

· Russia Ukraine conflict or how it’s affecting us
· Fitch downgrade of US debt.
If your paper is all opinion, you’ll have no references, just a cover page.

For your benefit, I attached an apa compliant paper you can use as an example.

ACADEMIC HONESTY
Academic Honesty:  Please see the section of the general catalog which describes the college policy on academic honesty. The policy provides descriptions of what violates the policy and of what penalties may be imposed for violations.  Failing grades will be assigned for any work which does not meet the standards of academic honesty.  Any violation of academic honesty can result in a failing grade in a course.  It is very easy to copy/share your files.  However, if you don't complete the work you won't learn from it & your exam grade will reflect this failure on your part.  If I detect or observe sharing of work you will receive an F.   

TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR THE TERM

	Week
	Assignments 
	Due date

	1


	Week 1 Quizzes 1 & 2


	August 27

	2
	Week 2 Quizzes 1 & 2

Discussion 1


	August 27

	3
	Week 3 Quizzes 1 & 2


	September 3

	4
	Week 4 Quizzes 1 & 2


	September 10

	5
	Week 5 Quizzes 1 & 2

Discussion 2


	September 17

	6
	Week 6 Quizzes 1 & 2


	September 24

	7
	Week 7 Quizzes 1 & 2


	October 1

	8
	Week 8 Quiz 

Research Paper


	October 6


