Composition - 3 Credit Hours (080 MC)
Reinhardt University
Syllabus Fall 2023 
Course:  ENG 101 080  9:30
Professor Michelle Harlow
Contact Information
Phone:  404 275-3775  cell     770 720-5576  office 
Email:  lmh@reinhardt.edu  
Office:  Lawson Bldg, Humanities Suite, 125
Student Hours:  12:30 – 1:15 Monday and Weds and 2:00 - 3:00 Tues.  We can meet f2f or virtually.  You just need to let me know how you want to meet.  We also meet at other times by appointment.   Also, we will have time at the end of every class for questions.  Remote meetings will be done through Teams. –  If you want to meet with me online, you will send me an email or let me know in class that you want to meet.  I will send you a meeting invite and we will meet during that time.  
Texts:  There is no text – Your readings are in Canvas – located in the files.
Access to Netflix is a must so you can screen films outside of class. 
General Course Purpose:  The purpose of this course is to teach the student to write a clear, well organized, and reasonably correct essay.  In addition, it is to teach the student to learn the process of revision and group discussion.
Specific Course Overview:  While all students must complete a freshman composition sequence with department objectives that must be met, each professor may help students master those objectives in his or her own unique way. Our method of achieving these objectives will be through the writing of essays responding to documentary films or films based on true stories.     
Reinhardt University Student Learning Outcomes:
Communication 

Students will demonstrate: 

1. Effective expression of ideas through writing, speech, and visual media. 

Critical Thinking and Inquiry 

Students will demonstrate: 

2. Integrative, critical thinking and inquiry-based learning using evidence, logic, reasoning, and calculation. 

3. Knowledge of various research methodologies, information, technological, and scientific literacy.

4. Independent thought and imagination; preparation for lifelong learning.

Self, Society and Culture 

Students will demonstrate: 

5. Knowledge of the traditions of Western civilization and their global context. 

6. Knowledge of the diversity of societies and cultures; the ability to view themselves and the world from cultural and historical perspectives other than their own.

Values and Ethics 

Students will demonstrate: 

7. Integrity and ethical responsibility. 

8. Understanding of and commitment to physical, emotional, and spiritual wellness. 

9. Stewardship and civic engagement, coupled with the ability to work with others both collaboratively and in leadership roles.

Program Learning Outcomes:  This is a general educations core curriculum course and no specific program learning outcomes are addressed in this course.

Course Learning Outcomes
 At the end of this course, the student should be able to do the following:
1. Use critical reading and thinking skills to compose coherent and unified             

      personal essays using various rhetorical modes (USLO1)
2. Edit and revise essays for standard conventions of English grammar using   

      computer-based composing, proofreading, editing, and revising skills    

      (USLO1)
3. Collaborate with other students by providing feedback on essay drafts and evaluating student writings (USLO9)
4. Contribute to class discussions of assigned film screenings (USLO4)
5. Demonstrate integrity and ethical responsibility by learning and following                       

      guidelines on academic honesty as evidenced in research-based essays    

     (USLO7)
Graded Activities
Attendance (5%):  You will be graded on your attendance.  You will be allowed three unexcused absences (three freebies).  After that each absence will take 10 points off of this grade.  Showing up late and leaving early will count as ½ an absence and you will be penalized 5 points.  Although this is only 5% of your grade, it can be crucial if you are below the seventies grade that is required for passing. 
Discussion Boards – Introductions/conclusions (5%): You will be required to post rough drafts of you introductions and conclusions.  They need to be posted before class begins.  Drafts that are posted after class begins will incur a 50- point late penalty.  We will workshop these in class together.
Rough drafts of body paragraphs for peer review (5%):  You are required to bring  to class TWO hard copies of typed rough drafts of your papers.  They are due at the beginning of class.  Drafts that are late will incur a 50-point late penalty.  That means if you are printing your papers in the library, you need to give yourself plenty of time to print your documents.  You do not want to lose 50 points just because you were not prepared with your homework.  You are also required to peer review at least two different essays  Not doing so will also cost you 50 points.  Thus, showing up with two hard copies is not the complete assignment.  Providing peer feedback is required. 

Note:  If you come to class without any hard copy drafts to review, you will spend the class doing peer reviews only.  

If you are absent on peer review day, you will need to get your paper reviewed by someone in the Student Success Center if you want to receive credit.  

Note:  We will see if this process works for improving papers.  If the process is not productive or functioning the way I want it to, I reserve the right to make any alterations in the process.

Outlines (5%): You will be graded on completing and turning in outline forms.
Essays (80%): This is a composition class, so the majority of your grade is based on your essays.  Clearly, that is the purpose of this class, to teach you how to write a college essay.  You cannot pass this class if you miss an essay.  It very rarely happens.  You will be graded on your essays according to the guidelines set up for each essay.  (Note:  length counts on these papers and you will fail a paper that is not long enough.)
( Guidelines for Essays:  

· Essays will be written in and out of class, thus the reason for meeting in the lab or you can use your own laptop. 

· You will be allowed to revise drafts before they are graded, so manage your writing time wisely.  Once they are graded, there is no revision.  You had your chance, unless stated otherwise.  

· All rough and final drafts are to be typed and must follow the MLA guidelines for research papers.  
· Specific instructions will be given for each essay assignment.  
· All essays will be graded according to a specific grading system; see handout.
· All essays will be emailed to lmh@reinhardt.edu as a pdf or docx.  Please do not submit papers as a Google doc; they cannot be opened and imported.   Please name files in the following way:  name, class, and essay #.  

· Essays will be returned as soon as they are graded.
Final Exam:  The final essay will be due on the last day of class.  It is an essay just like the other essays that have been written throughout the semester.  If you have been given an extension on your paper due to an some extenuating circumstance, the absolute final day to turn your paper in is the Weds of final exam week.      
Evaluation:
                                 

                                                                                   Essays   80%
Rough drafts 5%
Introductions 5%

Outlines 5%

Attendance 5%
Note:  All grades are earned; they are not given.
Passing English 101:  In order to pass English 101 and advance to English 102 or 103, the student must earn a C (70) or better overall average in the course.
No late papers will be accepted unless an extension has been requested and granted.  Late papers will suffer a 10-point deduction.   All essays will be evaluated on mechanics and content according to specific class guidelines distributed by the professor.  Note: Usually, students need to complete all essay assignments to pass the class with a C or better average.  There is no extra credit in this class.  That means that you need to complete the assigned activities.  Percentages are rounded up.  Do not email me with a request to improve your grade.  You will get the grade you earned on the assigned activities.
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of your student educational records.  Based on FERPA regulations, questions regarding assignment/test evaluation and grades are inappropriate in the classroom.  Questions regarding grades will be handled outside of the classroom, via email or by setting up a meeting to provide appropriate time and privacy.
Expected Class Behavior:

Should the unexpected occur: You would think that 2023 is improving because we now have access to a vaccine.  However, the virus is still with us and people are still getting sick, even the vaccinated.  If I there is any reason for me to miss class, our class will shift to an online format.  This class can be easily modified to remote learning.  

Mask Policy: As of now, we will not be wearing masks in class.  However, I am in a high-risk category.  Therefore, it Covid starts to rise or new variants are found, it make be possible that I require masks in class.  If you are not or cannot abide by this possibility, then you should drop the class.  If for some reason I have to miss class, we will shift to an online format while I am out.  But, this is an on-campus class and will be taught as such.  I will not run an online version and an in-class version at the same time.  If you are going to be absent, it’s your job to get the missed material from someone in the class.

Important:

Campus Nurse within the Student Health Center

studenthealthcenter@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-5543
Public Safety

Non-Emergency Phone: 770.720.5789
Emergency Phone: 770.720.5911
publicsafety@reinhardt.edu
Dean of Students – Dr. May 
deanofstudents@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-5540
Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs – Dr. Miles
VPAA@reinhardt.edu or John.Miles@reinhardt.edu
Technology:

· Emails – When sending emails, please remember to include the topic in the heading; please use formal language; please indicate if a response is needed. 
· You will be expected to be respectful of your classmates when providing in-class peer review.  Criticism will be provided in a constructive manner.  If you cannot abide by these rules, you will forfeit your right to participate in the peer review process and your grade will reflect this. 

· No texting in class.  If I have to tell you repeatedly  to stop texting, you will be asked to leave.  If this is impossible for you to do, please drop my class.
· Be kind to and supportive of your fellow classmates.  You can help each other become better writers and students.
Guidelines
Academic Integrity

All students are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, and to abide by the Reinhardt Honor Code. Also, all students are expected to be familiar with the Reinhardt policy on academic dishonesty stated in the University Catalog and in the Student Handbook. Plagiarism (using the ideas and phrases of others without crediting them, therefore claiming those ideas and phrases as your own) will not be tolerated in this course or on this campus. To avoid such academic dishonesty, you must use a citation (footnote or in text) for all ideas drawn from your reading and research, including research in encyclopedias and online, even when you have restated those ideas in your own words.  
All papers should be your own work.  Any papers that are suspicious will be evaluated.  All papers that are deemed to be plagiarized, whether a draft or final paper, will be treated in the following way:

1st offense a 0 for the grade.

2nd offense dismissal from the class with an F with no option to Withdraw.

You will be reported to the dean and your offenses placed in your official folder.  Repeat offenses could result in your expulsion from the university. You have been warned.
I know what a spin bot papers is; in case you have considered using a program to write your paper.  These papers do not make sense and are usually easy to spot.  Any paper such as this is deemed to be plagiarized and will receive a 0 for the assignment.  Papers that are suspected of being written by ChatGPT will  receive a 0 or a new paper will be written in a controlled environment under the supervision of the professor on a topic of the professor’s choosing. This paper will be graded by an English professor in the department.  

I take cheating on essays very seriously since there is no reason for you to do so.  I give you plenty of opportunities for my help and you have the resource of the writing center to assist you.  
Please do not force me to deal with this issue.    If you don’t feel you can write your own papers, drop my class NOW.  I have old papers in my files.  They come in handy when checking for cheating.  

The Center for Student Success 
The Center for Student Success (CSS) is located at the lower floor of Lawson, room 035. CSS offers free peer and faculty tutoring for all subjects. For appointments, go to Reinhardt webpage and click Center for Student Success
Inappropriate Behavior:  This institution does not tolerate discrimination based on—or harassment caused by—“race, age, culture, nationality, socioeconomic status, gender, religious belief, sexual orientation, physical (dis)ability and ideology” (Reinhardt Academic Catalogue).  This class will not tolerate any discriminatory behavior.  We will be respectful of our differences.  
Students with Disabilities 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  This legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. Reinhardt University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. Therefore, if you are seeking classroom accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you are required to register with the Academic Support Office (ASO).  ASO is located in the lower level of the Lawson Building.  To receive academic accommodations for this class, please obtain the proper ASO letters.
Portfolio Requirements for Secondary English Education Majors and English Majors: Students who are majoring in these programs must include two (2) essays in their Stage I portfolios.  Please keep papers from all of your classes for use in portfolios and internships.  One never knows when they may be useful.

