                     English 490:  Advanced TV Writing – 3 Credit Hours

                              Course Syllabus – Class Schedule

                                   Fall 2023 (section 010 MC)

Instructor:  Professor Michelle Harlow

Contact Information

Phone:  404 275-3775 cell  770-7205576 work

Email:  lmh@reinhardt.edu  or  reinhardtprof@yahoo.com 

Office Location: Humanities Suite – Lawson Bldg.
Student Hours:  12:30 – 1:15 M W and  2:00 - 3:00 Tues.  We can meet f2f or virtually.  You just need to let me know how you want to meet.  We can also meet at other times by appointment.   Also, we will have time at the end of every class for questions.  Remote meetings will be done through Teams. –  If you want to meet with me online, you will send me an email or let me know in class that you want to meet.  I will send you a meeting invite and we will meet during that time.  

Course Information

Class Time:  3:00 – 4:15 

Prerequisites:  Any 200-level literature course.

Materials:   Story Maps:  TV Drama:  The Structure of the One-Hour Television   
 Pilot (vol 4)  by Daniel Calvisi    ISBN:  0983626685
Crafty TV Writing: Thinking Inside the Box by Alex Epstein  

  ISBN: 0805080287 
Resources:  You will need to use a free screenwriting program for your script.  Some of them to choose from are Writer Duet (preferred), FadeIn, Trilby (not available on Mac), Kit Scenarist, Drama Script, and others.  All of these are different and have different characteristics.  Most students I have taught prefer Writer Duet.  The best way to learn how to use this program is to play with it.  I use Final Draft, which is a program you must buy, so I’m not an expert on any of these free programs.  Using it is the best way to master it.  All screenwriting programs are pretty fun to use when you see all of the stuff they will do.



Course Description:
Students will continue to learn the craft of television writing (concepts, processes, pitching, formats, roles, and industry expectations) by reviewing different approaches to structure, discussion of current TV series, reading TV scripts, analyzing TV pilots and an ongoing workshop of student writing.   Students will work to master the following skills:  dramatic structure, conflict, character, dialogue, style and voice.  In addition, students will learn the revision process, the art of adaptation, and the various writers’ resources.  Students will write a television pilot or episode of an existing show they have already begun.
Reinhardt University Student Learning Outcomes:

Communication 

Students will demonstrate: 

1. Effective expression of ideas through writing, speech, and visual media. 

Critical Thinking and Inquiry 

Students will demonstrate: 

2. Integrative, critical thinking and inquiry-based learning using evidence, logic, reasoning, and calculation. 

3. Knowledge of various research methodologies, information, technological, and scientific literacy.

4. Independent thought and imagination; preparation for lifelong learning.

Self, Society and Culture 

Students will demonstrate: 

5. Knowledge of the traditions of Western civilization and their global context. 

6. Knowledge of the diversity of societies and cultures; the ability to view themselves and the world from cultural and historical perspectives other than their own.

Values and Ethics 

Students will demonstrate: 

7. Integrity and ethical responsibility. 

8. Understanding of and commitment to physical, emotional, and spiritual wellness. 

9. Stewardship and civic engagement, coupled with the ability to work with others both collaboratively and in leadership roles.

Program Learning Outcomes:   

Student Learning Outcome 1:  

All Reinhardt University Creative Writing majors will demonstrate sound skills in using genre-appropriate structure in creative writing assignments.

Student Learning Outcome 2:  All Reinhardt University Creative Writing majors will demonstrate sound skills in using narrative and/or character-appropriate voice in creative writing assignments.

Students Learning Outcome 3:  All Reinhardt University Creative Writing majors will demonstrate sound skills in using sensory imagery in creative writing assignment.

A so a student demonstrates the following outcomes: 

Specific Course Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to achieve the following:

1. Analyze and critique televisions scripts  (SLO 1 and 2) 

2. Understand the techniques of writing for television by using the basic elements of narrative writing:  plot, character, dialogue, conflict, voice, and description (SLO 1, 2 and 3)

3. Understand and use a performing approach to revision in a writing workshop environment  (SLO 2)

4. Create a television script for a 60-minute episode (either a second episode or an existing show written or a pilot) (SLO 1,2, and 3)

5. Create detailed character bios for a script. (SLO 2)

6. Create a Basic Story Map and Beat Sheet for a television script (SLO 1, 2 and 3)

Graded Activities

Participation:  Participation will be based on the following:

Attendance:  Regular class attendance is expected and rewarded in your attendance grade. You will be allowed 3 absences during the 16 -week semester.  After that, each absence will result in a 10-point deduction from your attendance grade, unless it is an excused absence.  No late or missed work will be accepted unless a student has a very good and verifiable reason for accepting it.  If you miss class, you are responsible for getting any lecture notes and handouts.  (Note:  It is your responsibility to keep me informed of your status in the class.  Not attending will earn you an F for your final grade).

Discussion of Assigned Reading: You should participate in discussions on the reading, case studies, and pilots screened.  Feedback on script pages will be evaluated.  Providing quality feedback is an important role for a creative writer.  Students should participate and contribute helpful and insightful comments on script pages in a professional and mature manner.  Students will be expected to come to class prepared.

Deadlines:  Students will be evaluated on their ability to meet writing deadlines.  These are crucial to professional writers.

Script Analyses:  Two TV Scripts:  You will choose one TV script to read.  For this script, you are to write an analysis.  Specific instructions will be provided. 

I suggest that you read a script that will help you write your projects.  For example, if you are writing a one-hour drama that is in the fantasy genre, read and then watch a drama that reflects your genre or even the type of network your show would be written for, such as FX, AMC, ABC, HBO… Your text gives you online sources for finding scripts; most of them are free.  

Character Bios:  You will create character bios that flesh out the characters that you are creating.  These are detailed summaries of your major characters, including all aspects of what makes them human.  Examples will be provided and discussed.

Basic Story Map and Beat Sheet:  You will fill out the forms in your book called Basic Story Map (p. 117 -118) and  Pilot Beat Sheet (p. 120 - 127).  You can write in your book and turn in a photo copy of the document or you can use the Word doc that is in Canvas and type your answers in the forms and turn in the documents.  These documents basically provide an outline of the pilot that you are writing.  Complete the Map and Beat Sheet in as much detail as possible.  Filling out the Map and Beat Sheet will help you think through your pilot and help you write your first draft.  Remember,  every script is different, so just work to fill in those elements that are in your own unique script.  If you have problems with filling out these documents, you should reread your Story Maps book and the samples that are provided in the book, and then follow the examples as closely as possible.  Remember, there is no right or wrong in creative writing; however, your pilot will be stronger if you follow the samples of these award-winning television shows.  The forms that you can use to type up your document are located in the files in Canvas and also linked in your modules.
Major Writing Project:  You will write a five-act 60- minute drama (or dramedy).   It must be an original work.  The script may be a new pilot or the second episode of a show already begun.  You will be required to submit a finished script using the format appropriate for the genre.  You will have deadlines for completing each act.  I will serve as an executive producer for each of your scripts, helping in any way I can to assist you in this project.

You will be expected to meet the guidelines required for writing a TV script.  You can go to simplyscripts.com to read samples of TV scripts if you need examples.  I have also put a style manual on reserve in the library that can help you if you have questions on how to write specific types of scenes.  You should use a writing program, such as Writer Duet or Fade In, to write your script so it will be easy to follow the style rules for scripts.

Script pages should be emailed to the TV Writing group in Outlook for feedback in class.  They must be emailed by 3:00 when class starts.  Please provide pages according to the days of you group.  If you wish to trade a day with someone in another group, that is acceptable; otherwise, you will be expected to read your pages with your assigned group.  As this is an advanced writing class, you will be required to give more in-depth feedback using your experience gained from a previous scriptwriting class.
Leading Discussion of Chosen Pilot:  You will choose a pilot to screen in class and lead the discussion.  I suggest you choose a show that demonstrates the elements of the pilot that we are using in class. 
Evaluation:  Students’ grades will be based on the following criteria:
Participation – Including leading pilot discussion                                15%                                 

Character Bios                                                                                     15%

Story Map and Pilot Beat Sheet                                                           10%

Script Analysis (two)                                                                             10%
Major writing project  - TV pilot or episode of previous show               50%                                                            
Guidelines

Canvas: Canvas will be used for your assignments, grades, and it’s how we will stay in touch through emails and announcements.  Your syllabus and schedule of activities are located in Canvas.  NOTE:  You should check Canvas daily in case there are announcements or changes to due dates or assignments.  

Should the unexpected occur:  As of the beginning of the semester, we will not be wearing masks.  However, since I am in a high-risk category, if numbers of Covid start to rise or new variants are discovered that could be a threat to mine health, we will enact a mask mandate.  If you cannot abide by this guidelines, you will have to drop the class. If this is an issue, please see me so we can solve the problem. 
Class Cancellation:  If there are events that prevent class from meeting, you will continue to work on your assignments and follow the due dates on the schedule.  The discussion of chapters will be made up in the next class period if time permits.  We will be expected to meet unless you are otherwise notified.  Make sure to check Outlook or Canvas daily for any changes in the schedule.
 

Important:

All students, faculty, staff and administration at Reinhardt University are subject to changes in policies if mandated by the State of Georgia.  Current policies and procedures can be found at: : https://www.reinhardt.edu/back-to-campus
If you have any questions, please refer to the website or contact Reinhardt University at the numbers below.

Campus Nurse within the Student Health Center

nurse@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-5542 or www.reinhardt.edu/nurse.

Public Safety

Non-Emergency Phone: 770.720.5789
Emergency Phone: 770.720.5911
publicsafety@reinhardt.edu
Dean of Students
deanofstudents@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-5540

Students with Disabilities 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  This legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. Reinhardt University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. Therefore, if you are seeking classroom accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you are required to register with the Academic Support Office (ASO).  ASO is located in the lower level of the Lawson Building.  To receive academic accommodations for this class, please obtain the proper ASO letters.
The Center for Student Success 
The Center for Student Success (CSS) is located at the lower floor of Lawson, room 035. CSS offers free peer and faculty tutoring for all subjects. For appointments, go to Reinhardt webpage and click Center for Student Success.   They are offering tutoring online as well.  
