                            English 388:  Scriptwriting – 010 – 3 hrs
                                      Spring 2024

Professor Michelle Harlow

Contact Information
Phone:  404 275-3775
Email:  lmh@reinhardt.edu

Office Hours:  11:00 – 12:00 M W,  2:00 – 3:00 Tues 
You will have access to both in-person and virtual office hours via Teams.   In addition, there will be time at the end of class for questions.  I suggest you text or email me before the meeting to insure that I am in my office since I often do other business while I am on campus.
	          
Textbooks:  Screenwriter’s Workbook by Syd Field
                    

Optional and helpful formatting books:  The Screenwriter’s Bible
                                                              The Hollywood Standard

Resources:  You will need to use a free screenwriting program for your script.  Some of them to choose from are Writer Duet (preferred) Trilby (not available on Mac), Kit Scenarist, Drama Script, and others.  All of these are different and have different characteristics.  Most students I have taught prefer Writer Duet.  The best way to learn how to use this program is to play with it.  I use Final Draft, which is a program you must buy, so I’m not an expert on any of these free programs.  Using it is the best way to master it.  All screenwriting programs are pretty fun to use when you see all of the stuff they will do.



Course Description:

Students will learn the elements of scriptwriting with a focus on writing for the screen.  Through writing practices, students will develop their skills in creating plot structure, conflict, character development, dialogue, setting, point of view, and motivation.  In addition, students will learn script formats, the revision process, and the various writers’ resources.

Reinhardt University Student Learning Outcomes:


Communication 
Students will demonstrate: 
1. Effective expression of ideas through writing, speech, and visual media. 
Critical Thinking and Inquiry 
Students will demonstrate: 
2. Integrative, critical thinking and inquiry-based learning using evidence, logic, reasoning, and calculation. 
3. Knowledge of various research methodologies, information, technological, and scientific literacy.
4. Independent thought and imagination; preparation for lifelong learning.
Self, Society and Culture 
Students will demonstrate: 
5. Knowledge of the traditions of Western civilization and their global context. 
6. Knowledge of the diversity of societies and cultures; the ability to view themselves and the world from cultural and historical perspectives other than their own.
Values and Ethics 
Students will demonstrate: 
7. Integrity and ethical responsibility. 
8. Understanding of and commitment to physical, emotional, and spiritual wellness. 
9. Stewardship and civic engagement, coupled with the ability to work with others both collaboratively and in leadership roles.

Program Learning Outcomes:   

Student Learning Outcome 1:  
All Reinhardt University Creative Writing majors will demonstrate sound skills in using genre-appropriate structure in creative writing assignments.

Student Learning Outcome 2:  All Reinhardt University Creative Writing majors will demonstrate sound skills in using narrative and/or character-appropriate voice in creative writing assignments.

Students Learning Outcome 3:  All Reinhardt University Creative Writing majors will demonstrate sound skills in using sensory imagery in creative writing assignment.  

Specific Course Outcomes:

Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to achieve the following:
1. Analyze and critique films using elements of scriptwriting.
2. Understand the techniques of writing a screenplay by using the basic elements of scriptwriting:  plot, character, dialogue, conflict, point of view, and setting.
3. Create the first act for a feature-length film.
4. Create character bios for a script.
5. Create an outline for a feature.
6. Create a treatment that summarizes a feature film.

Graded Activities

Attendance:  Regular class attendance is expected. You will be allowed three absences, which is equal to missing over one week of class.  After three absences, you will lose 10 points on your attendance grade.  Attendance in a class this small is crucial since we will be reading script pages in class.  If you have any issues that mean you cannot attend class or complete your work, you should let me know and consider whether you should continue in the class. If you are late to class, please make sure that the absence is corrected at the end of the class.  Failure to do so make result in an inaccurate attendance grade.  The number of absences will not be changed at the end of the semester. 

Participation:  You are expected to give feedback on script pages and to participate in discussing the reading.  In addition, you will be evaluated on your ability to meet deadlines in your participation grade.  Script pages that are not emailed by due dates will lower the participation grade by 10 points for each infraction.  
 
Film Analysis:  You will choose one feature film script to read and analyze.  For this script you will break down and focus on the different elements of screenwriting.  The purpose of this assignment is for you to learn from reading scripts, how they work and how writers draw on different tools of storytelling to create their scripts.  It is helpful for you to see what a script looks like, how it’s put together.  This should be fun and I recommend that your choose a film that’s similar to the type of film you plan on writing, or choose a script that has won some awards.  This assignment should be at least two pages – single or 1 ½ spacing  – typed – to thoroughly cover the many aspects of the script.  I recommend that you use headings to address each aspect.  Scripts to read and download can be found on simplyscripts.com. and gointothestory.blcklst.com.

Character Bios:  You will do character bios for all of your main characters.  This can be in the form of a list of characteristics or it can be in paragraph form.  This should give a feeling for the character, not just the physical, but how they deal with the world, their personality.

Outline Form – Plot Structure:  You will use the form provided in class to outline your feature.  Late outline forms will suffer a 10 point deduction.

Film Treatment:  This is a four-to-five page summary of your entire film.  This is often the first stage of planning a film.  We will use this assignment as a way to inform me about what the entire story of your film will be.  Instructions on how to do this are provided in your book.  This is just a beginning stage of writing a script.  It’s clearly going to change as you write your entire film.  It’s a starting point.  

Major Writing Project:  You will complete the first rough draft for your feature film.  This will be approximately 90 to 120 pages in length.  Don’t worry you will have a great deal of time to write and this is a rough draft.  It won’t be perfect.  It will be written following the guidelines for writing screenplays.  Thus, it must be written using some form of screenwriting program. This is the project that you will be working towards the entire semester.  This project is due the final exam week or sooner if you finish early (which is always helpful to me).  Throughout the semester, you will be sending script pages to each other and we will be reading these pages in class.  At the end of the semester, you will make final edits using feedback gained in class and submit your script for a grade.  This assignment will be evaluated on the quality of the draft and your use of the basic elements of a script.  Typos should be eliminated, and scene headings and dialogue should follow correct format. The final draft will be submitted through email to lmh@reinhardt.edu by Apr 29 before 11:59 pm.  All late scripts will suffer a 10-point deduction for each day they are late unless an extension has been granted.

Evaluation:

Students’ grades will be based on the following criteria:

Attendance: 5 %
Participation:  5 % 
Character Bios:  10%
Outline Form of Plot:  5%
Film Analysis 15%
Film Treatment:  10%
Major writing project :  50 %   (Due Monday, Apr 29 of final exam week) 

Academic Dishonesty:  Students will be expected to abide by the Reinhardt College Honor Pledge and the Academic Integrity Policy in the Student Handbook.  This document is always available online at www. reinhardt.edu.

Guidelines

Covid:  Mask Policy: We will not wear masks at this time, but if numbers start to rise in Cherokee Country, we will start wearing them since I am in a high risk category.

Important Contact Numbers
Campus Nurse within the Student Health Center
nurse@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-5542 or www.reinhardt.edu/nurse.
Public Safety
Non-Emergency Phone: 770.720.5789
Emergency Phone: 770.720.5911
publicsafety@reinhardt.edu
Dean of Students
deanofstudents@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-5540
Office of the Provost
provost@reinhardt.edu, 770-720-9102.

Canvas:  Canvas will be used for your assignments and grades.  Directions for assignments and other handouts will be located in the files, such as the form for your plot structure.  Although I may use Canvas for announcements, I will more likely use Outlook to communicate with you and I check my emails frequently in Outlook, so I recommend using it instead of Canvas for emails. 

Class Cancellation:  Hopefully, I will not have to cancel class.  If we miss a class, you should continue to follow due dates for assignments.  If changes to dates must be change you will be notified through Outlook email. 

Students with Disabilities 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  This legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. Reinhardt University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. Therefore, if you are seeking classroom accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act, you are required to register with the Academic Support Office (ASO).  ASO is located in the lower level of the Lawson Building.  To receive academic accommodations for this class, please obtain the proper ASO letters.

The Center for Student Success 
The Center for Student Success (CSS) is located on the upper floor of the library.  CSS offers free peer and faculty tutoring for all subjects. For appointments, go to Reinhardt webpage and click Center for Student Success.     



     
	                     

